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THE SPREAD OF RELIGION. 

We are gratified to hear, that the great and good cause—the 
cause of God, is gradually prospering in different parts of the 
world. In Ireland, the long degrade d sons of popery are open- 
: ing their eyes to the light of divine truth; and their ears to the 
ioyful sound of salvation, by scores. ‘The Rev. Richard Reece, 
‘late delegate from the British Conference to the American Gene- 
ral Conference, speaking of Ireland, in a letter to a friend, says, 











“The accounts we have from Ireland are very encouraging.— 

The light of truth is visiting the dark places of the country. The 
schools are in most beneficial operation, and both children and 

% parents are anxious to obtain bibles to read; not less than Gfteen 









hundred have already renounced the dominion and dogmas of the 
* papacy, by a public and formal recantation in their parish 
, -hurches; and thus put themselves under the protection of the 





Jaws. The priests are indeed alarmed and exasperated; but they 
can only menace, and uttertheir harmless anathemas, while the 
light continues to shine in spite of their endeavors to obscure it 
This is the way in which the natives of that country shall rise to 
e qual eh s with us—this is the best “Catholic emancipation” — 
this is preparing the way for a genuine and deep work of God in 
their conversion to holiness.” 

In England, also, the spirit of religious enterprise is gradually 
wcreasing, and hundreds and thousands are coming home to God. 

One circumstance connected with the present state of religion, 
in the Methodist Church of England, deserves our attention, and, 
also, our imitation; namely, the liberalit yof those who possess the 
: inestimable advant ages of ‘the gospel, to supply others who are 
destitute—especially the poor slayes.of the West India Islands, 
and others placed in similar circumstances. At this time, the 
Methodist Church, in England, supports a sufficient number of 
ayangelical preachers, to ‘supply the spiritual wants of more than 
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two Witmdred thousand persons, who would be otherwise destitute, 
even ina few of the West India Islands. At one meeting, held 
in London, on the Ist of May last, there was collected, for this 
yurpose, four thousand three hundred and sixteen dollars. It must 
be acknowledged that money can never convert sinners; neverthe- 
less, it is impossible for men to carry their families to the West 
India Islands, or to any other foreign post of ministerial labor, 
and there support them, without pecuniary aid. 

The population of Great Britain is so dense, that every part ot 
the country may be easily supplied with the word of life, without 
either much trouble or expense. But this is not the case with all 
countries. And when we see our brethren beyond the Atlantic, 
sending out their faithful ministers, to the most destitute portions 
of the globe, we cannot too zealously imitate their praise-worthy 


and pious example, 90 far as the state of our country will allow 
of it 


FOR THE MESSENGER. 
West Tennessee, June 15,1827 
Mr. Epitor : Some five er six years ago several abortive at 
tempts were made in this country to give currency to the system 
of Hopkinsianism, by specious discussions of its pecnliarities in 
a metaphysical style. And as our end of the State, afforded none, 
having sufficient talent to unfold and defend those tenets, the Re 


verend Hopkinsian gentlemen of your end, kindly took it into 
their heads to bless us abundantly with their lucubrations, and 
set us right, in this matter. 

But those learned divines who labored so zealously, in this 
good cause, were not satisfied to erect their own splendid theo- 
retical edifice in peace; for although one would have thought tha’ 
the humble cottages of their less aspiring christian neighbors, 
should not have excited their envy or their rage; stil), in order to 
shew their mighty powers and crush at once the prospect of future 
rivalship, they endeavored to raze them to the foundation, and 
overwhelm their peaceful inmates with dismay and ruin. ‘To ac- 
complish this very laudable and christian design, the pulpit and 
press were both resorted to, and all the stores of theological sc1- 
ence, were poured forth, in hair-spun speculations, upon “ Disin- 
terested Benevolence,” “ Divine Sovereignty,” ‘‘ Natural and 
moral ability,” &c. 

Simultaneous with these efforts was the project of a ‘ Theolo 
gical Seminary.” For how shall the poor ignorant people hear 
the mysteries of scholastic divinity, without a preacher? or how 
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shali he preach, except he be first sent to college, an then 
sent to a Theological Seminary? Unless he be thus qualified, 
how can he understand the art of play ing upon words, or be able 
to puzzle his hearers with the endless jargon ot Hopkinsian logick? 

The plan pursued to obtain money to carry this institution into 
operation; the liberality of this section of the country, in sub- 
scribing for this purpose, and the palpable imposition palmed upou 
our unsuspec ting citizens, in order to extort the filthy lucre, are 
facts too well known to require recapitulation. Suffice it to ob- 
serve, that after having threatened us with the law awhile, they 
were ‘induce d, from disinterested benevolence, to give up the idea 
of compelling us to pay the subscriptions obtaine d by their great 
power at the art of verbal swindling; and thus a work of deception 
ended in disappointment. The means by which this imposition 
was detected, roused afresh, the indignation of this worthy fra- 
ternity, and again, their pamphlets , like the plagues of Egypt, 
covered all the land. 

A forepicl ible pamphlet at length appeared, purporting to con- 

un ** Seven Conversations,” on T he ologic al subjects, between 

* At bh wiasius and Docilis.” Rumour attributed it toa clergyman 
ae now sitteth in the chair of the Presidency, and claimeth the 
honorable degree of D. D.; but from the reputed talents, c pee 
and piety of that reve rend gentleman, tip report must have hee 
a malicious libel, circulated to injure his character 

It was this pamphi t, Mr. Editor, that roused your humble ser- 
vant, and induced him to attempt to stop the proud waves oi 
Hopkinsian ambition. He had silent] y waited during their pres 
ceding exertions, hoping they would soon cease their misrepre 
sentations of Methodist doc trines , but at length P res umed, when 
patience was exhausted, to ask this sage and patriarch of Cor 
stantinople, a few questions, and { (9 offer a a tew reasons, upon cer 
tain litigated points. 

To the questions and reasons then urged, no answer has beey 
returned; but lately, the second edition of the pamphlet alluded 
to has come to hand, “with a few inconsiderable alterations and 
one import tant addition.” Sut in these a XC. certainly 


inconsiderable, no r ply by way of argument is made to my hum 
ble pai uphlet, In the preface, however, the author + nails my 
work, for fear some miglit suppose he had not seen its but - 
speaks of t not to disp rove it, but to make short work of it, ie 
denouncing it as unfair, une andid. and, in a word, unworthy atte .] 
tion!! This is certainly the easiest w: ay to get out of the difficul 


f ' 


ty. This is cutting the knot he could not untie. 
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Now. Mr. Editor, in moking my old ae im the face again, | 
think b plainly discover thre: things ‘That his re-appearance, 
in - second edition, is the result o f mortified pride.—He comes 
out again, in his old dress, a little altered and one that he may 
not ap pear driven off the field in dishonor. Though actually 
beaten, and conscious of it too. yet, aller seve aa ye ars cogitation 
upon the matter, he can muster up nothing better, ‘but must needs 
to keep up appearanc es, take the field again, with the same old 
snapping, kicking, crooked blunderbuss, with a little inconsiderabl 
rabinng up and the in iportant addition of alow word. 3. That 
by his former sad e Xperience, neither his argume ntative powers 
his temper or his morals are amended. 

I am sorry, My. Editor, that | cannot give a better account of 
my old friend; but really, sir, the bold and supercilious tone of his 
preface, his frequent, and, } must add, wilful misrepresentations 
of my work, and, aboye all, his re peate ‘d loss of temper, even in 
writing a page or two, and that too in reference to a person fol 
whom he professes a sovereign contempt, are sad indications of 
the chagrin within his bosom, and justly subject him to the sever- 
est animadversion. When aman writes a controversial work, 
and thereby attacks other denominations and elicits a reply, and 
when fairly and rationally met, replies in invective and abuse, the 
world will say that he abandoned ar ‘gument for abuse, because he 
found it easier to rail than reason. 1 know that I have used strong 
language in this letter; I design it as such; I know that it may be 
pre tended that I merit no re ply, because Ihave adduced no argu- 
ments; but to this course I have been led, for the present, by the 
example of my antagonist, hereatter, 1 may find it convenient to 
notice the preface alluded to, more particularly; for one impres- 
sion uniformly and powerfully rests in my mind about it, and that 
is, that it is the last resort of weakness and the first of malevo- 
lence to decry and treat with apparent scorn, what they dare not 
attempt fairly to refute. Ll appeal to the conscience of Athana- 
sius, to his sense of candour, and to every thing but his creed 
and his pride, to say whether he really ‘thinks my arguments 
unfair or unfounded—and if so, J dare him attempt to evince 
either. 

Reserving to some future and more leisure time, any further 


remarks, I conclude, by hoping that Athanasius, for the sake of 


his character, may abandon his churlishness, reform his creed, 
improve his tempe r, and sincerely repent having exposed himselt 
to the lash of one, who, while he hates the error loves the man. 
1 am, dear sir, respectfully, &c. 
QUERO 
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FOR THE MESSENGER, 
A WARNING TO SABBATH BREAKERS. 

On the Ist day of this inst. a young man, living in the county 
of Washington, Va. on the north fork of Holston river, who had 
formerly been in the habit of profaning the sabbath of the Lord, 
by hunting, fishing, &c, Whilst his parents were gone to meeting 
took a gun, and went to the river to shoot fish ;—he had shot one 
and was prepared to shoot the second, and by hearing the sound 
of horse’s feet, (for a woman was passing by at that time, said to 
be arelation of his,) he became alarmed and wished to hide his 
fun, as is supposed, amongst some brush or bramble, by the river 
side, when the gun went off and shot him through the breast, and 
he expired immediately!!! <A striking warning to all sabbath 
breakers! While the judgments of God are abroad in the land 
may the people learn righteousness. DF. 

The communication from the Rev. Mr. Henley came in too late 
for this week’s paper, but shall appear in our next 

REVIVALS. 
FROM ZION’S HERALD 
ONONDAGO COUNTY, N. Y, 

The Rev. Joseph Baker, in a lettertothe Publisher of Zion’s 
Herald, dated Onondago Hollow, June 11, 1827, says,— 

“The Lord has visited us in mercy. In Stockbridge and Au 
gusta, where I have just closed a few months of labor, a goodly 
number have experienced pardoning love,and about 40 have join- 
edon trial, and several of anether order have been so led into 
the doctrine of Christian holiness, that they have changed their 
relation in church fellowship. Brother Chapin, a local preacher, 
who supplied my place last year on Steuben circuit, has been 
greatly favored of the Lord, in union with Brother Lambert, and 
as they have never published an account of the good work on that 
circuit, I will give youa few particulars. 

“Although a few conversions had witnessed that God was hear- 
ing prayer, and blessing the labors of his servants, yet the Camp- 
meeting, held last autumn on the circuit, was made instrumental 
of a more general work. Ata moderate calculation, not less than 
seventy soul®were made the happy subjects of pardoning grace, 
and very many awakened to a sense of their danger while living 
in sin, From this meeting the work of God went round the 
circuit; several new classes were formed, and more than one hun. 
dred souls were added to the Methodist I}. Church, and anumber 
to other denominations.” 
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FROM ZION’S HERALD. 
NORFOLK, VA. 

The Rev. O. S. Damezon, in a letter tothe Publisher of Zion's 
Herald, dated June, 13th, 1827, communicate the following heart- 
cheering intelligence. 

A glorious work of grace has commenced in this place, and 
has been going on forsometime. There have been added to the 
church upwards of 150 persons. We have to-day, heard from a 
Camp-meeting in Isle of Wight county, about 20 miles from 
this place, where the Lord is doing wonders. There was a Camp- 
meeting held at Sollif’s meeting-house, 12 miles from this place, 
on the 30th of May, where the Lord poured out his Spirit in 
gracious effusions; from 80 to 100 joined the church, having been 
brought in through the instrumentality of that meeting. Both of 
these Camp-meetings were within the bounds of this district. 

The Lord is carrying on his work all around us. There are re- 
vivals in Portsmouth, Hampton, and at tortress Monroe, where, 
though the pious exertions of Lieutenant P. an officer in the Uni- 
ted States service, and a member ofthe Methodist E. Church, 
the Lord has been carrying on his work for sometime. Here, 
through the instrumentality of this pious officer, a society has 
been formed.” 


et eee 


FROM ZION’S HERALD. 


Bridgewater, Vt— The Vermont Chronicle, of the Ist inst. says, 
“a revival of religion has lately commenced in Bridgewater; and 
sinners are flocking to Christ as clouds and as doves to their 
windows.” 


Townshend, Vi.—Extract of a letter published in the Vermont 
Chronicle :— 

“The revival has extended to almost all parts of the town, and 
to those of all ages, from the child of 7 or 8 years tothe old man 
of 60 or YO. We feel encouraged to hope that the wark is still 
progressing with as much power as at any time whatever, The 
attention has been most powerful among the young; but it is now 
more interesting among the middle aged and aged, many of whom 
feel that the last sands of life with them are now running, and 
that it is‘all important for them to be interested in Christ now, 
because for them, it must soon be too late. ° 

“Tt is difficult at this stage of the revival, to give a correct ac- 
count of the number of those who have repented of sin and turn- 
edto the Lord. Indeed, we rejoice with trembling when any 

thing is said on the subject, lest some should prove to be self-de- 
' ceived. Not far from one hundred, however, in different parts 
of the town, and among different denominations, give evidence 
ef having passed from death unto life—More than fifteen 
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tamily altars have been newly erected, which we hope will never 
be thrown down while life remains.” 








FROM THE CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE AND JOURNAL 
REVIVAL AT NEWPORT, OHIO. 

It is certainly pleasing to the friends of religion to hear even of 
individuals forsaking the ways of sin, and embracing the religion 
of Jesus Christ: but when whole nighbourhoods ground their 
weapons of rebellion, and own the Messiak’s sway; then indeed 
there is cause of rejoicing to the followers of the blessed Redeemer, 
Such information diffuses that happiness through the religious 
circle which the world knows nothing of. Of this kind has beeo 
the work at Newport, of which the following is a’ brief ae- 
count, 

It is about two years since the revival commenced, before which 
time the servants of the living God, both of the Baptist and 
Methodist persuasions, had laboured for several years with very lit- 
tlesuccess. Brother M’C., whois one of the preachers this year, 
laboured here ten years ago. A small class of six or eight was 
then inthis place, and continued with little or noincrease, The 
Baptists were not much more successful. The inhabitants, gen- 
erally speaking, were, itis true, not grossly wicked; yet being 
ignorant of themselves, they thought that because they were not 
as “others” they werein asafe situation. Morality was the boast 
of many; butit was(asit always is without genuine faith) an 
empty sound. They imaginedthat they were full and had need 
of nothing, and that there was no necessity for so much ado 
about religion. These were the principal causes of the little suc- 
cess which attended the preaching of the gospel: but it was not 
in vain.—Although a long winter succeeded the first sowing of 
the word, yet at length the bright Sun of Righteousness arose 
upon them—the seed sprang up, and a glorious harvest of souls 
was gathered into the church of God. 

The work commenced at prayer meeting, principally among 
the youth; many were powerfully awakened, and cried out in the 
agony of their souls, “What must we do to be saved?” Soon 
the balm of salvation was apes and many could testify that 
God had poweron earth to forgive sins. Some of those even 
who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, have been 
spoiled of their armour wherein they trusted, and discovered that 
they were wretched, miserable, and naked. ‘They have been en- 
abled to obtain the righteousness which is of faith. There have 
been and still are those who oppose the work; but thank God, 
some who at first opposed have been brought down by the 
omnipotence oftruth,and are now advocates for the cause of 
Jesus. Whole families have been the subjects of this revival. 
fo see the love, peace, and harmony that exist in these happy 
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families, is sufficient to convince, nay, actually has convinced 
many ofthe truths of religion. Indeed, to describe the effects 
produced by the mighty arm of Jehovah in this place, is beyond 
my power toexpress. In what is called the upper and lower 
settlements, there are upwards of 80 members in soeiety, most 
of whom have not oviy obtained a hope, but they know that God 
for Christ’s sake has forgiven all their sins. There appears to 
be an earnest struggling among them after holiness of heart, and 
several, blessed be God, have professed, and give satisfactory 
evidence that God bas not only forgiven ‘their sins, but that he 
hath cleansed them from all unrighteousness. We rejoice to 
state that the Baptists have participated largely in this revival; so 
that between them and us, there are few left to advocate the 
cause of sin, And we trust that those few will ere long bow to 
the sceptre of the Lord. 

Ai our last quarterly meeting we had a most refreshing sea- 
son. ‘Ten joined the church, six of whom professed to be con- 
verted at this meeting. The power of the Lord was very pre- 
sent. Believers were edified; one professed to receive the 
blessing of a clean heart; mourners were comforted, and some 
were powerfully awakened. ‘The society here is all alive, and the 
glorious work is sull going on, which may it continue to do, until 
all the earth shall be filled with the glory of God. I shall con- 
clude in the words of a brother who lately visited this place: “1 
have heard much of the work at Newport; but now that I see 
what God has wrought, I can only say, the one half was neve: 
toldme.’’” ‘To God be all the glory. 





















PETER M’GOWAN 
Newport, Ouro, June 6, 1827. 

Cotumsus, O., Jung 4, 1827 
We have peace in general, andthe Lord is reviving his work 
among us, and though we cannot boast of as great things as ‘some 
of our brethren, we can say—The Lord is good, a strong hold 
in the day of trouble, and he knoweth them that put their trust in 
him.” And, thank Heaven, numbers are turning to the Lord, 
and seeking his favour. We have bad a gradual work all the 
year in different parts of the circuit, and UT think the work in sev- 
eral places is increasing. We have received nearly one hundred 
on probation, the mostof whom have found peace with God, 
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and are rejoicing in hope 
of the glory of God. Oh may the gracious work prosper more 
and more. Pray for us,your brethren in the wilderness and soli- 
tary places in the west, that we may at last meet our worthy breth- 
ren from the east,in the celestial temple, as pillars to go out no 

more. Yours sincerely and affectionately, 
A. Gors 
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Potsdam Circuit, N. F.—Extract ofa letter trom the Rev. B. &: 
Paddock, dated May 30, 1827:—“The good work has not yet 
wholly subsided. Thereare yet enquiring souls. Our conference 
ye ix ing closed, we now reckon as the fruits of the revival about 
four hundred and twenty, net increase, on Potsdam circuit, and a 
prospect of the addition of more in some places. Oh whata gra- 
cious work this has been. May all who love the Lord praise 
him for his goodness in bringing so many to a knowledge of his 
great salvation, 
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Salt river district, Ky. —Extract of a letter from the presidiny 


elder, Rev. M. Lindsey, to the publishers of the Christian Advo- 
sate and Tournal, da'tcd May 30, 1827 :-—“In different sections of 























this country, and among different denominations, there has been 
much recent religious excitement. In Jefferson circuit of the 
Salt river district, since October last, more than three hundréd 
have been added to society. This isa work not of disciplining on- 
ly, but of regeneration, without which neither circumcision not 
uncircumcision will avail. A few days since I heard of a camp- 
meeting in the Mount Sterling circuit, Kentucky, district, where 
ne hundred and thirty souls were converted. In different places 
there are partial revivals. Oh fora millennial day, when the 
shower shall be general, and the harvest complete.” 
ant 2 
NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCE. 

The New Englend annual conference of the Metaodist Episco- 
pal Church closed a laborious, but very harmonious session, at 
Lisbon, N. H. on the 13th instant. The conference, at this ses- 
sion, transacted business of vital importance to the cause of truth . 
and righteousness, and set anexample which is worthy of gener- e 
al imitation. Weare informed by a correspondent that the con : 
ference formed itself into a Sunday school society, auxiliary to 
the Sunday School Union of the Methodist Episcopal Church; 
nd that they also organized a domestic missionary society, and 
i appointed an agent totravel through the conference, to form and i 
a superintend tract societies, missionary societies, Bible classes, i 
= and sabbath school branch societies, &c. This is a very important ke 
> ‘measure, and one which we hope to see adopted by all our annual a 
* conferences, wa 
7 The New England conference is now very large, and is increas 
ing rapidly. The number of members in society is seventeen 
thousane nine hundred and thirty-five, the net increase during 
the last year was one thousand and ten. Twenty-four young 
preachers were admitted on trial; three re-admitted; three trans. / 
ferred to the Maine conference; and two located. Two returned A. 

/ ‘Uperanuated, and nine supernumerary. Twelve were ordained 

seacone/ and thirteen were ordained eldets.—-('r~. devo. and Jo 
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FYROM ZION’S HERLD. 
Lelegaies io the General Conference —The following have been 
elected delegates from the New England Annual Conference, to 
the next General Conierence, tobe held in Pittsburgh, Penn., in 
May, 1828 
Ceorge Pickering, Timothy Merritt, John Lindsey, Joseph A 
Merrill, Benjamin R. Hoyt, Jacob Sanborn, John W. Hardy, 
Daniel Fillmore, Wilbur Fisk, Daniel Dorchester, Isaac Bonney, 
John Ff. Adams, Edward Hyde, Jos. B. White, John Lord, Lewis 
Bates, Thomas C. Pierce—17, DB. Firrmore, Secretary, 
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From the Dutch Reformed Church Magazine. 

Dr. Laidlie was a man of distinguished talents, and an able 
Theologian. He was strictly attached to the pure and Scriptural 
doctrines of tre Old School. His learning was respectable, and 
his piety truly eminent. He was plain, simple, and unassuming 
in his manners; and, above all, he was aman of prayer! This 
was his eminent characteristic. And it is breathed through 
every Partofhis Diary, and through every one of his sermons 
and meditations. As a preacher, he was evangelical, popular 
and powerful. He was wise and successful in no ordinary de- 
gree, in winning soulsto Christ. His mannerin the pulpit was 
plain, easy and affectionate. His style, like his manner, was 
simple, unadorned; full of the unction of Scripture phrases, and 
happy Scripture allusions.—As a pastor, he was faithful and 
honest; very humble and grave; bold, persevering, patient of in 
juries and reproaches; indefatigable, full of charity, courteous 
and feeling. He had many seals of his ministry during the brief 
space of his ministerial service in the Collegiate Church. Under 
his faithful and laborious services, the Dutch Church flourished 
greatly in this city. Some of our aged and venerable members 
speak of him with delight. And when asked to describe his 
preaching, and manner of praying, they could not do it without 
shedding tears. Itis thus that the memory of the faithful pastor 
is cherished with tears of joy and regret, and embalined in the 
tenderest remembrance of the saints of God. 


This pious affection for the memory of their venerable pastor, 
has often reminded me of the tribute of praise, paid by my late 
venerable friend, the Rev. Mr. Oliver, of Linlithgow, when he 
pronounced a funeral sermon after the death of that faithful ser- 
vant of God, the Rev, Mr. Adam Gibb, of Edinburgh, in the 
church of the deceased. 


When he had finished his sermon, he was proceeding to pro- 
nounce his character and eulogy. He made a long pause. He 
attempted to speak what he had prepared; but the venerable 
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vhay-haired pastor was unable to utter a word. He covered Wis 
face with his hands, and wept with the weeping audience. He 
jried up his tears, and once more raised himself up to pronounce 
he eulogy. Again his voice was; stifled. He bowed down and 
wept for several minutes. A third time the aged pastor of Lin- 
‘ithgow attempted to pay the last tribute to one whom he loved 
25 his own soul. But he burst again into tears and wept aloud. 
lhe whole audience melted into tears; and the most of them 
sobbed and wept. And after a long silence, interrupted by sighs 
and groans, the Clerk rose, and gave out the 15th verse ef the 
hundred and sixteenth Psalm, [Scottish version.} “ Dear in 
God’s sight is his saint’s death,” &c. Aad the mourning melody 
of * Old Martyrs,” floated from the quivering lips of two thou- 
sand weeping people. It was without affectation and without 
design, And it was one of the most touching, and eloquent 
nerorations, perhaps, which ever closed a funeral sermon over 
leparted piety and worth. 
| would venture on a comparison of it with the celebrated dis-. 
vlay of eloquence and piety by Bosseut, in his Funeral Oration, 
»ronounced over the Princess Henrietta of Orleans; even with 
‘hat part of it which produced such an effect on his audience. 1 
ilude to the following words, which, as he pronounced them, 
caused the whole of his audience to start up from their seats 
with looks of anguish! “O vanity of vanities! O nothing ! O 
mortals! O night of wo! O night of horror! when, like a peal 
of thunder—the dreadful words—Henrietia ts dying— Henrietta is 
dead—-burst upon us! Nothing could be heard, but cries !— 
Nothing was discernible but grief, despair, and the image of 
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leath! 


THE MORALIST, 
“Honor thy Father with thy whole heart ; and forget not the sarrows of thy 
Mother,” Son ov Srraca. 
The obligations which we are under to honor and respect our 
parents, are indeed, great; how few are there, comparatively, who 
duly appreciate the many cares, and anxieties which parental affec- 
tion has experienced for them, while they themselves were uncon- 
cious of their numerous wants and dependant situation. The 
‘ie which connects the parent with the child is of the most sacred 
and endearing nature: the cords of love are closely entwined a- 
ound the heart, and there quiver with a thousand apprehensions 
and alarms; none but parents can tell the alternate hopes and 
‘ears which are felt for offspring :-In infancy, affection lulls, each 
‘eeble complaint,and relieves each hourly want, in childhood &. 
youth, the same unremiited care watches over theirsteps & guards ° 
hem from the many evils to which they are exposed : how obvi- 
w’wsly then ts it our duty to repay such unwearied solicitude by ag 
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aflectionate care, and respectful attention! Fittas ArPection is a 
‘uty, the exercise of which is peculiarly pleasing in the sight of 
the Derry,-the only command to which a promisg, is annexed, is 
that which enjoins “honor and respect to parents,”’ while threatnings 
are denounced against those whotreat them with indifference ang 
neglect—such, indeed, rarely fail of receiving a part of their mer 
ited punishment /ere, by being consigned to infamy and contemp: 

On the other hand, they who fulfil the divine precept of honor. 
ing ther father, and forgeting nol their mother,” shall in no wise lose 
their reward. They enjoy the unspeakable satisfaction of behold 
ing those who have“wak’d and car’d”’ for them, now serenely pas 


away, the autumn of their days in peace. Uhe esteem o| 
t ituous, the pleasures of a good conscience,& the smiles of 
a ‘ing heaven aretheirs. “A blessing shall come upon them, 
a » ‘heir turn they may reasonably expect the like care and a 
te m their own of/spring when they also shall have declined 
int ‘of years ;for “who so honoreth his- Father shall have jo 
of G iidren; and he that honoreth his Mother, is as one tha: 
fayes. ire.” 





TWO REMARKABLE MISSIONS. 

A personage, eizhteen hundred years ago, was surveying th 
field of missions and his heart burned within him to do good 
He had twelve friends whom he called around him, and_ spread 
before them two fields for missionary enterprise;—the one was 
thatland of holy associations—of sacred classics—the land of an. 
cient promise;—the other, the circumjacent nations that cluster 
ed in the vicinity of Judea and stretched far westward. After 
having surveyed the desolations of these two divisions he bes 
towed, by the imposition of his hands or some other mode, pow 
er on his twelve friends of such a remarkable character that its 
communication must have been an act of the eternal God. These 
men stood invested with that which could control, counteract, or 
overthrow the great laws of nature. Never before had mortality 
been clothed with such a fearful strength. They stood and await 
ed his command. He closed the second field agamst them, and 
sent them to the wanderers of the house of Israel; he gave them 
among other commands that they should provide neither gold, 
nor silver, nor brass in their purses, nor the necessary change ol 
raiment. ‘This was rendered unnecessary from the astonishing 
command given to these men over diseases—the elements, and 
over spirits of darkness from the invisible world. | 

The scene changed. The world rose in arms against this be 
nevolent being and his lowly followers. His example, his sinless 
life, his pure motives were a stain upon all human greatness; hard, 
wrathful feelings increased to vengeance, and vengeance called fo: 
blond. Contemplating this state of things, the blessed one re: 
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yoked his former command. Tenderly referring to the occasion 
tbat called it forth, he rescinded it in the following words, “But 
now, he that hath a purse, let him take it, and likewise his scrip.”’ 
—After a short period of tumult, agony, disertion; after the cold 
seal of death had stamped a transient impression on the lovehest 
features that ever rebuked impurity, he stood again upon earth—- 
he blended both missionary fields in one and instituted his second 
great mission that continues to this day. This mission, unitke 
the first, is prosecuted without the power of miracles; the purse— 
the scrip=—the tongue of eloguence—the persevering and patient 
prayer and effort, and all that gives moral power to man, and all 
that gives immortality to genius, meet and mingle in this tis- 
sionary enterprise. 





INDULGENT PARENTS. 

‘The wise man says, “foolishness is bound up in the heart of a 
wid, but the rod of correction shall drive it from him.” Very 
indulgent parents (I mean those who blind their eves to the follies 
of their offspring) should consider that if this correction is not 
administered at home, their children will not escape it when they 
eo abroad into the world. That discipline which is omuttted in 
the nursery, will be imposed in active life—and too often applied 
in the penitentiary. Ilook with an eye of pity upon a spoiled 
child, and with commiseration upon its fond parents—sensible 
that the time will soon come when a father’s or a motlfer’s fond 
ness will have no power to absolve its misconduct; when the 
worid with its rigid opimions, will severely reprehend those 
bad habits, that audacious department, rudeness of language 
& conduct, which were pardoned or thought pretty in childhood; 
and by its inexorable laws punish those gross immoralities, the 
seeds of which have been matured by parental indulgence. I 
commiserate the parents, because ‘foresee that every impropet 
indulgence—every omission to correct where correction is due, 
will even to them be severely retributed. The fond parents can 
spare the rod—can conceal its faults, or can pardon or protect the 
little culprit; bat a father’s partiality and commendation of his 
children cannot if they are ill educated, obtain for them the res- 
pectof the world; nor can a mother’s tears avert the rod of publi 
justice, should their childrem practise these things when of age 
which have so frequently been passed over as venial in childhood 
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Every one remembers Asop’s fable of the young man going te 
the gallows, who, meeting with a woman in the way, bit off her ear 
On being reprimanded by the spectators, he replied, “This wo 
man is my mother. When 1 was asmall boy, I stole a knife and 
carried it to her; if, instead of concealing my crime, she had 
whipped me severely, and made me return the knife and beg per- 
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con ofthe OWnel, } should not now have been Soir g to the 2 
lows.”’ Reflect, parents, what must have been the ivaiens of s 
‘a mother! 





ON FASTING. 

‘And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was Q}- 
ferwards an hungered.”—Mar. ch. iy. ver 2.— 

This fast of our Saviour, and that of Moses on Mount Horeb 
for the same space of time, were of a miraculous character. |; 
there were no other examples of fasting, it might be safely affirm 
ed that abstinence trom food is, in no case, prescribed as a reli. 
gious rite. But we have the authority of the prophets, John Bap. 
sist, and the apostles, in support of the practice. 

The Jews begin the observance of their fasts in the evening 
after sunset, and remain without eating until the same hour tly 
next day, or until the rising of the stars. On the great day of ex 
piation, they continue without food twenty-eight hours. Mo 
are obliged to fast from the age of full thirteen, and women fron 
the age ‘of full eleven years. “Chitdren more than seven years 
old, are required to fast im hg? sme to their strength. Amor 
the. eastern nations generally, fasting is supposed to consis! in 
total abstinence from pleasure of every kind. The Samarita 
even make infants fast on the great day of expiation. 

The most zealous and pious of the Jews in modern times, o! 
serve many devotional feasts in addition to those which are re. 
garded as obligatory upon the whole people. ‘The Pharasees o: 
old fasted twice a week; on Monday in commemoration of Mos¢ 
ascending Mount Sinai, and on Tue sday in memory of his dese: 
from that mount. Some of the Pharasees are said to have faste’ 
four times a week. But on the Sabbath, all fasting among t!: 
Jews has ever been strictly prohibited. 

The Jews have great confidence, that fasting will either pr 
cure a happy interpretation of dreams, or avert the ill effects o 
them. ‘They say, that fasting, with respect to dreams, is whi’ 
fire is to tow, which it consumes. If any one falls sick, ée' 
out on a dangerous journey, or is taken prisoner, they fast to od: 
tain his health, or de liverance. A child who has te nderly loved 
his father, fasts early on the day of his death. The very mag! 
cians, say the sages fast, in order to conjure up the souls of tl 
dead, and the devils in hell; with much more reason, then shoule 
good men fast, to engage the spirit of God to rest upon them. 

The Rabbi’s maintain, that it is unlawful to fast in the month 0’ 
March, because in that month the Israelites left the land of Egyp' 

Some’ of the Jews aflirm, that one may eat until the morning ©: 
the fast, and that it is sufficient to abstain from nourishment fro 




























ae as 















es i iT 











on aig ge 


es 







Pei 







tells 





Fes F 















447 


break ot day until the rising of the stars. Meat and butter age 
forbidden, but eggs, and particularly herbs may be eaten. 

The Mahometans fast during the whole month of Ramatan, 
which is the ninth of the Arabian year, This mouth fs lunar, 
and shifts successively through all the seasons of the year. | They 
neither eat, drink nor smoke, from morning till the risingof the 
stars. But they are at liberty to eat and drink as much fs they 
please all night: Wine, however, is prohibited with more strict- 
ness than usual. Persons of al! ages, sexes and conditions are 
obliged to celebrate the fast of Ramadan; and those who happen 
to be sick, must fast some other months atter recovery. It any 
one presumes to break the fast, he must atone for his faults by 
subsequent abstinence for an equal length of time. 

Christ does not appear to have instituted any particular fasi 
But the apostles and primitive believers led a lite of self-denials, 
sufferings austerities, and fastings. Saint Paul exhorts the faith- 
ful to imitate him in patience, watchings, and fastings. Ordina- 
tions, and other acts of importance in the church, were attended 
with fastings and prayers. 

Indeed, the practice of fasting is so agreeable to circumstances 
of morning sorrow and affliction, that the heathen themselves 
adopted it. Examples may be found in profane history, and a 
remarkable fact is recorded in the book of the  prophei 
Jonah. 

‘The powers of the human constitution, in sustaining a protract- 
ed abstinence from nourishment, are truly wonderful. 

In some uncivilized countries the supplies of tood are seanty 
and precarious.—A long interval elapses between one meal and 
another, and yet the inhabitants do not diminish. On the con 
tinent of Europe, the meals of the people are generally few and 
sparing. The inhabitants of the East are almost universa!ly ab- 
stemious. A cake of meal anda little camel’s milk are the chief 
subsistence of the Arabians. Millions of the natives’of India 
subsist on rice alone, with water for their only beverage. In G. 
Britain, the high and middiing classes eat and drink vastly mor 
than they require, but the poor, in a multitude of instances, espe 
cially in Ireland, subsist on nothing but potatoes, with scarcely 
the addition of milk. The lank visage and emaciated bodies of 
the natives of the Adamam Islands, and of New-Holland, indicate 
how sparingly the cravings of nature are satisfied. Ii Norway 
and Lapland, when the crops unexpectedly fail, the imbabitants 
contrive to sustain life by grinding the bark of trees, and making 
it into cakes, with the addition of a little meal. ‘The length to 
which life has been continued under the pressure of extreme th 
mine, myst be familiar to every reader 
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Dr. Percival mentions the case ofa young Genevese phyiscias. 
who, b¥ way of experiment, fasted three days and four’ nights, 
with nf&refreshment but a pint of water daily. His person did 
not sufler; hut he was aflected with mental imbecility, which 
is thesofdinary consequence of great hunger. This term of fast- 
ing Was one night longer than Esther appointed for the Jews in 
Shushan. 

In‘the year 1795, seventy-two persons subsisted five days in 
the shrouds of a wreck without a morsel of food. They caught 
some drops of rain as it fell,and some of them were drenched by 
the spray. ; 

In 1784, Thomas Travers was buried in a coal pit, and re 
mained nearly seven days without sustenance before he was res 
eucd; but he expired soon after he was discovered. 

The best anthenticated instance of excessive fasting in moder» 
times, where there was no evidence of any particular morbid 
aflection of the body, isrelated by Dr. Willin. In the year 1786 
a young man, partly a religious visionary, and partly supposing 
himself to labor under some inconsiderable complaints, thouglit 
to effect a cure by abstinence. He suddenly withdrew from his 
friends; occupied himself with copying the ‘Bible in short hand 
to which he added his own commentaries, and resolved to ab- 
stain from all solid food, only moistening his mouth from time to 
time with water slightly flavored with the juice of oranges. He 
took no exercise, slept little, and spent most of the night in read 
ing; while his daily allowance was from half a pint to a pint of water, 
with the juice of two oranges. In this state of abstinency he per- 
sisted sixty days; but during the last ten his strength rapidly de- 
clined. and finding himself unable to rise from bed, he became 
alarmed. The delusion which had hitherto impressed him, ot 
being supported by preternatural means, now vanished, and with 
it his expectation of some remarkable event which should tollow 
his resolution of self-denial. On the sixty-first day of his fast, Dr. 
Willin was summoned to his aid, but the miserable object was 
then reduced to the lowest state of existence. His eyes were 
not deficient in lustre, aud his voice was entire, but he exhibited the 
appearance ofa skeleton on whieh the flesh had been dried, and 
his personal decay was evidently attended with mental imbecility. 
With proper regimen he so far recovered, as to be able, ina few 
days, to walk across the room,—and his religious aberrations had 
been successfully dispelled by a neighboring clergyman; but on 
the seventh day from the commencement of this system, his recol- 
lection failed, and he expired on the 78th day from the date of his 
abstimence 





